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Proclamations Proc. 9121 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9121 of May 9, 2014 

National Small Business Week, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Small businesses represent an ideal at the heart of our Nation’s promise— 
that with ingenuity and hard work, anyone can build a better life. They are 
also the lifeblood of our economy, employing half of our country’s work-
force and creating nearly two out of every three new American jobs. During 
National Small Business Week, we renew our commitment to helping these 
vital enterprises thrive. 

From day one, my Administration has been focused on cultivating an envi-
ronment where small businesses can succeed. During my first term, we 
added 18 direct tax breaks for small businesses, including new tax credits 
for hiring unemployed workers and veterans and for investing in new 
equipment. Through the Small Business Administration (SBA), we have 
supported hundreds of thousands of loans. And to ensure small businesses 
have a voice in economic decisions, I elevated the Small Business Admin-
istrator to a Cabinet level position. 

My Administration is also working to ease burdens on businesses. We cut 
in half the time it takes for the Federal Government to pay small business 
contractors, freeing up more resources for growth. To provide a boost to the 
smallest new businesses, we have eliminated SBA fees on loans under 
150,000 dollars and waived fees for veterans who take out loans under 
350,000 dollars. Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, it is now easier for 
small business owners to purchase quality health insurance, and they are 
now eligible for tax credits that cover up to half of the cost of providing 
coverage for their employees. And we continue to implement patent re-
forms that are reducing the application backlog, protecting American intel-
lectual property abroad, and helping entrepreneurs roll out their inventions 
sooner. 

Yet we have more work to do. In the years to come, we must protect tax 
credits that help small businesses hire and add incentives for paying work-
ers higher wages. We must ensure entrepreneurs—even those who are not 
rich—have the resources to take their businesses to the next level. Because 
if we create a more level playing field, the best ideas will rise to the top, 
opportunity will flourish, and America will prosper. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 12 through May 16, 
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2014, as National Small Business Week. I call upon all Americans to recog-
nize the contributions of small businesses to the competitiveness of the 
American economy with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9122 of May 9, 2014 

National Women’s Health Week, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As Americans, we strive for a Nation of broad-based prosperity, where hard 
work pays off and everyone can go as far as their dreams allow. Over the 
past half-century, women have opened up vast horizons for themselves and 
their daughters. Yet many still work harder for less, and because of gender 
inequality in areas like health care, they have had to stretch paychecks fur-
ther to make ends meet. During National Women’s Health Week, we recom-
mit to expanding women’s access to care, fighting discrimination, and ad-
vancing the opportunity agenda. 

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) prohibits insurers from charging women 
higher premiums simply because of their gender. Insurance companies can 
no longer discriminate against women due to pregnancy, or deny coverage 
because of pre-existing conditions. Thanks to the ACA, women can receive 
preventive services like contraceptive care, recommended cancer 
screenings, and annual well-woman visits at no out-of-pocket cost. And 
this year, millions of women signed up for affordable coverage through the 
Health Insurance Marketplace while millions more gained insurance 
through the expansion of Medicaid. To learn more about resources avail-
able to women and girls, visit www.HealthCare.gov, 
www.WomensHealth.gov, or www.GirlsHealth.gov. 

As we continue to implement this law, my Administration remains dedi-
cated to protecting women’s rights to make their own health care decisions. 
The past few years have seen an orchestrated and historic effort to roll back 
these basic rights. States have enacted laws aimed at banning or severely 
limiting the right to choose and introduced legislation that would cut off 
access to common forms of birth control. Together, we must reject policies 
that aim to turn back the clock. 

This week, let us uphold the principle of equality in health care. Let us 
affirm that women alone—not insurance executives, not politicians, and 
not their bosses—have the right to make decisions about their own health. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 11 through May 17, 
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